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A	  few	  years	  ago	  when	  I	  was	  in	  4th	  grade,	  my	  math	  teacher,	  Mr.	  Dobrin,	  gave	  me	  some	  

math	  homework	  and	  I	  misheard	  him,	  thinking	  I	  had	  to	  do	  it	  another	  way.	  	  I	  asked	  my	  

mom	  for	  help.	  	  She	  told	  me	  that	  I	  was	  doing	  it	  wrong:	  

	  

“Michael,	  that’s	  not	  how	  you	  do	  that	  problem.”	  

	  

“But	  this	  is	  the	  way	  Mr.	  Dobrin	  said	  to	  do	  it.”	  

	  

“Babe,	  you	  must	  not	  have	  heard	  him	  right,	  because	  if	  you	  do	  the	  problem	  that	  way,	  

you’re	  going	  to	  get	  it	  wrong.”	  

	  

“Mom,	  Mr.	  Dobrin	  said…”	  I	  don’t	  even	  remember	  what	  I	  said,	  but	  I	  was	  explaining	  to	  her	  

what	  I	  thought	  was	  the	  way	  to	  do	  the	  problem.	  	  I	  was	  getting	  mad	  because	  she	  kept	  

disagreeing	  with	  me,	  and	  I	  started	  to	  feel	  tears	  coming	  up	  like	  they	  always	  did	  when	  I	  

was	  upset.	  

	  

“Stop	  wiping	  you	  eyes	  before	  you	  wipe	  them	  off,”	  Mom	  said.	  	  She	  would	  always	  say	  

something	  like	  that	  whenever	  we	  did	  my	  homework	  because	  I	  didn’t	  understand	  a	  lot	  of	  

things	  then,	  and	  the	  tears	  would	  start	  to	  come	  up	  all	  the	  time.	  	  After	  all,	  I	  didn’t	  think	  

she	  knew	  what	  she	  was	  talking	  about.	  

	  

Now	  I’m	  going	  to	  fast-‐forward	  to	  yesterday.	  	  One	  of	  the	  math	  problems	  Mrs.	  Karr	  gave	  

us	  was:	  10	  times	  1/5	  times	  -‐5.	  	  I	  told	  Mom	  that	  the	  answer	  would	  be	  a	  positive	  number	  

and	  she	  said	  it	  would	  be	  a	  negative	  number.	  	  I	  told	  her	  that	  Mr.	  Kakos	  said	  that	  if	  there	  

are	  more	  positives	  than	  negatives	  the	  answer	  will	  be	  positive,	  but	  if	  there	  are	  more	  

negatives	  than	  positives,	  the	  answer	  will	  be	  negative.	  	  She	  looked	  confused	  so	  I	  pulled	  

out	  my	  math	  notebook	  to	  prove	  I	  was	  right	  and	  show	  her	  the	  rules	  that	  Mr.	  Kakos	  had	  

us	  write	  down	  in	  math	  lab:	  
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	   	   D(ifferent)	   	   	   S(ame)	  

	   	   S(igns)	   	   	   	   S(igns)	  

	   	   S(ubtract)	   	   	   A(dd)	  

	  

Immediately	  she	  shouted:	  “Babe!	  This	  is	  MULTIPLICATION!	  	  Do	  you	  see	  an	  addition	  or	  

subtraction	  in	  these	  problems?”	  

	  

We	  both	  said	  no,	  but	  I	  think	  hers	  was	  a	  little	  louder	  than	  mine.	  

	  

“The	  rules	  are	  different	  with	  multiplication	  and	  division	  versus	  addition	  and	  subtraction.	  	  

In	  multiplication,	  if	  there	  is	  an	  odd	  number	  of	  negatives,	  it’s	  negative.	  	  If	  there	  is	  an	  even	  

number	  of	  negatives,	  it	  will	  be	  positive.	  	  Negative	  times	  negative	  is	  positive	  and	  positive	  

times	  negative	  is	  negative.	  	  I	  know	  it’s	  a	  lot	  of	  rules,	  but	  thems	  the	  rules!”	  

	  

Then,	  she	  made	  me	  do	  problems	  on	  the	  calculator	  to	  prove	  that	  she	  was	  right,	  and	  the	  

calculator	  agreed	  with	  her.	  	  Why	  did	  it	  have	  to	  listen	  to	  her?	  	  Why	  not	  me?!	  

	  

Well,	  the	  good	  news	  is	  I	  don’t	  feel	  the	  tears	  coming	  anymore	  when	  we	  have	  these	  

discussions,	  but	  I	  do	  get	  a	  pit	  punch,	  a	  neck	  choke,	  or	  a	  bun	  box	  for	  ‘giving	  my	  mom	  

grief’	  and	  making	  her	  say:	  “Just	  kill	  me	  now!!!”	  	  I	  think	  I’m	  learning	  that	  I	  don’t	  always	  

have	  it	  right,	  and	  Mom	  might	  know	  what	  she’s	  talking	  about.	  	  In	  short,	  I	  think	  I’m	  

growing	  up.	  
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Content	   High	   Medium	   Low	  
	  
	  

Memorable	  
Moment	  

	  
	  

Clear	  memorable	  
moment.	  

	  

	  
	  

Memorable	  moment	  is	  
somewhat	  clear.	  

	  
	  

Memorable	  moment	  is	  
unclear.	  

	  
New	  

Understanding	  
or	  Realization	  

	  
The	  writer	  has	  made	  clear	  
what	  they	  have	  learned	  or	  

realized	  from	  this	  
memorable	  moment.	  

	  
The	  writer	  has	  made	  it	  

somewhat	  clear	  what	  they	  
have	  learned	  or	  realized	  
from	  this	  memorable	  

moment.	  

	  
	  

Meaning	  or	  learning	  is	  
unclear	  from	  the	  

experience.	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  

Structure/	  
Organization	  of	  

Memoir	  

	  
Writer	  shows	  attitudes	  
and	  feelings	  through	  
events	  BEFORE	  the	  
moment,	  during	  the	  

meaningful	  moment	  and	  
AFTER	  the	  moment.	  

	  

	  
Writer	  somewhat	  shows	  
attitudes	  and	  feelings	  
through	  events	  BEFORE	  
the	  moment,	  during	  the	  
meaningful	  moment	  and	  
AFTER	  the	  moment.	  

	  

	  
Writer	  is	  not	  able	  to	  
show	  attitudes	  and	  

feelings	  through	  events	  
BEFORE	  the	  moment,	  
during	  the	  meaningful	  
moment	  and	  AFTER	  the	  

moment.	  
	  

	  
	  
	  

Style/Voice	  

	  
Meaning	  is	  shown	  through	  
several	  literary	  devices	  

weaved	  into	  text	  including	  
similes,	  metaphors,	  
personification	  and	  
onomatopoeia.	  

	  
Meaning	  is	  shown	  through	  

few	  literary	  devices	  
weaved	  into	  text	  including	  

similes,	  metaphors,	  
personification	  and	  
onomatopoeia.	  

	  
Limited	  use	  of	  literary	  

devices.	  	  Weak	  
contribution	  to	  

meaning.	  

	  
	  

Mechanics	  

	  
Demonstrates	  solid	  grasp	  

of	  standard	  writing	  
conventions	  and	  uses	  
them	  effectively.	  

	  
Writer	  shows	  reasonable	  
control	  over	  a	  limited	  

range	  of	  standard	  writing	  
conventions	  

	  
Errors	  distract	  the	  

reader	  and	  make	  the	  
text	  difficult	  to	  read.	  

	  
Teacher	  Comment:	  
This	  piece	  of	  writing	  was	  a	  culmination	  of	  the	  Launching	  the	  Writer’s	  Notebook/Memoir	  
unit	  and	  took	  students	  through	  the	  process	  of	  setting	  up	  their	  notebooks,	  generating	  
potential	  story	  ideas,	  revising,	  and	  bringing	  their	  writing	  to	  a	  final	  draft.	  
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One	  of	  the	  biggest	  challenges	  for	  7th	  grade	  writers	  is	  focusing	  their	  memoir	  on	  a	  clear,	  
memorable	  moment.	  	  This	  writer	  did	  an	  especially	  good	  job	  with	  that	  by	  first	  setting	  up	  
that	  his	  frustrations	  with	  homework	  and	  his	  mom’s	  help	  are	  recurring	  incidents,	  then	  
focusing	  on	  one	  particular	  night	  of	  homework.	  	  Throughout	  his	  memoir,	  the	  writer	  
shared	  his	  thoughts	  and	  feelings,	  allowing	  the	  reader	  to	  see	  the	  change	  in	  his	  thinking	  
from	  beginning	  to	  end.	  	  This	  is	  essential	  to	  the	  memoir	  genre,	  especially	  as	  students	  
spiral	  up	  and	  build	  upon	  skills	  learned	  in	  the	  6th	  grade	  personal	  narrative	  unit.	  
	  
It	  is	  clear	  by	  the	  end	  that	  writer	  feels	  he	  has	  grown	  from	  the	  experience,	  as	  he	  clearly	  
reflects	  on	  the	  experience	  of	  his	  mom	  helping	  him	  with	  his	  homework.	  	  This	  reflective	  
piece—missing	  from	  many	  7th	  grade	  memoirs—is	  key	  to	  the	  genre	  and	  what	  
differentiates	  it	  from	  the	  6th	  grade	  personal	  narrative.	  	  Students	  often	  have	  trouble	  
gaining	  enough	  perspective	  on	  their	  experience	  to	  reflect	  on	  it	  without	  becoming	  
clichéd	  in	  their	  reflection.	  	  This	  writer	  strikes	  a	  nice	  balance	  between	  clearly	  expressing	  
what	  he	  learned	  without	  overdoing	  it.	  	  	  
	  
In	  this	  unit,	  students	  learned	  about	  how	  writers	  use	  literary	  devices	  to	  make	  their	  
writing	  stronger.	  	  This	  particular	  student	  is	  still	  very	  concrete	  in	  his	  thinking,	  leading	  him	  
to	  struggle	  in	  using	  literary	  devices.	  	  This	  would	  be	  something	  to	  address	  in	  future	  pieces	  
and	  through	  conferences	  with	  the	  student.	  
	  
	  
	  


