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ELA7&Informational&Writing&Freedom'Walkers&Insert&Assignment&
Overview&
You&will&have&the&choice&to&work&with&a&partner.&&Your&text&insert&will&convey&(present)&accurate&
information&that&is&organized&around&a&controlling&idea&(question)&that&addresses&WHAT,&HOW,&
or&WHY&about&your&topic.&
&
Your& topic& will& be& a& person/event& related& to& the& Freedom' Walkers' text.& &All& topics& must& be&
appropriate&and&approved&by&your&teacher&and&parent/guardian.&&&
&
Length&of&Text&
Inserts& will& be& 2R4& pages& in& length,& so& it& is& important& to& choose& one& perspective' of& that&
event/issue&to&be&the&focus&of&your&chapter.&This&will&include&text&features&such&as&pictures.&
&
Text&Features&to&be&Included&in&the&product&
Your&presentation&should&include&many&of&these&text&features.&&
&

• Title&(required)R&clearly& identifies&the&topic&and&includes&a&direct&quote&that&reveals&the&
big&idea/controlling&topic&

• Written&text&(required)&
• Bold,&italicized,&and/or&underlined&text&(at&least&one&required)&
• Photos&with&captions&(required)&
• Works&Cited/sources&page&(last&page;&required)&

&
Other&possible&features&might&include:&&

• SubRHeadings&&&
• Labels&
• Illustrations&
• Cartoons&
• Charts&or&tables&
• Maps&&
• Timelines&
• Picture&timelines&

&
Other&Requirements&and&Information&You&Need&to&Know&

• Team&plan&
• You&will&be&given&several&days&in&class&to&work&on&research&and&finalizing&your&writing.&
• This&may&require&additional&work&at&home,&including&the&research/writing.&Keep'this'in'

mind'when'choosing'a'partner.&
&
Accuracy&and&Safety&of&Information&
Using&the&websites&provided&through&the&OLMS&Media&Center&will&assure&the&information&found&
on&those&sites&is&accurate,&safe,&and&age&appropriate.&&Using&websites&other&than&those&suggested&
in&this&assignment&could&lead&to&inaccurate&information,&computer&viruses,&or&inappropriate&
information&and&is&strongly&discouraged.&
"

JIANNA TAYLOR: This assignment is different than the
one detailed in the informational writing unit.  Students
were to pick something from the informational book,
Freedom Walkers, that they wanted to learn more about.
 After researching, students wrote a chapter that could be
inserted into Freedom Walkers.
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JIANNA TAYLOR: The writer chose to have her "insert"
chapter go before any of the chapters in the book.
Freedom Walkers.
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JIANNA TAYLOR: Chose to begin chapter with an
important quote that helps sum up the chapter, just as in
Freedom Walkers.
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JIANNA TAYLOR: Section headings help organize the
writing.

JIANNA TAYLOR: The writer included a QR code that links
to multimedia content, a text feature of many recent
informational texts.
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JIANNA TAYLOR: Included images and captions, common
informational text features.
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JIANNA TAYLOR: Incorrect citation format
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Element Advanced On/Target Novice 

Content The&writer: Artfully&presents&the&hook,&
thumbnail&sketch&of&the&event,&and&
central&idea&in&the&introductory&
paragraph. Has&crafted&a&central&idea&
that&outlines&multiple&key&moments&and&
their&importance. Thoughtfully&presents&
an&abundance&of&summary&and&
description&highly&relevant&to&the&
central&idea&and&topic&sentences. 
Always&carefully&analyzes&summary&and&
description&to&explain&their&importance&
in&the&historical&event. Uses&the&
concluding&paragraph&to&examine&the&
historical&event’s&effect&on&
society/culture&and&future&events.&
Draws&larger&conclusions&about&the&
significance&of&this&event&in&history. 

The&writer: Presents&the&hook,&
thumbnail&sketch&of&the&event,&and&
central&idea&in&the&introductory&
paragraph. Has&crafted&a&central&idea&
that&outlines&key&moments&and&their&
importance. Presents&summary&and&
description&highly&relevant&to&the&
central&idea&and&topic&sentences. 
Often&analyzes&summary&and&
description&to&explain&their&
importance&in&the&historical&event. 
Uses&the&concluding&paragraph&to&
examine&the&importance&of&this&
historical&event&and&its&lasting&impact&
on&society/culture&and&future&events. 

The&writer: Presents&the&hook,&the&
thumbnail&sketch&of&the&event,&or&the&
central&idea&in&the&introductory&
paragraph,&but&not&all&these&crucial&
elements. Has&crafted&a&central&idea&
that&does&not&outline&key&moments&
and&their&importance. Presents&little&
summary&or&description&or&does&not&
balance&one&with&the&other. 
Occasionally&or&never&analyzes&
summary&and&description;&the&essay&
is&factRheavy. Uses&the&concluding&
paragraph&only&to&summarize&what&
has&already&been&explored&in&the&
essay. 

Organization The&chronological&structure&is&clear&and&
evident. Headings&and&subRheadings,&if&
used,&always&have&effective&titles&and&
assist&the&reader&in&understanding&how&
information&is&organized. The&use&of&
signal&words&and&phrases&creates&a&
logical&flow&between&sentences&and&
paragraphs. Each&paragraph&has&a&clear&
central&idea&that&is&presented&in&the&
topic&sentence. 

The&chronological&structure&is&
evident. Headings&and&subRheadings,&
if&used,&usually&have&effective&titles&
and&often&assist&the&reader&in&
understanding&how&information&is&
organized. The&use&of&signal&words&
and&phrases&usually&creates&a&logical&
flow&between&sentences&and&
paragraphs. Most&paragraphs&have&a&
clear&central&idea&that&is&presented&in&
the&topic&sentence. 

A&chronological&structure&is&not&used. 
Headings&and&subRheadings,&if&used,&
create&confusion&for&the&reader&about&
how&information&is&organized. Signal&
words&and&phrases&are&rarely&or&
never&used&to&create&a&logical&flow&
between&sentences&and&paragraphs. 
Few&paragraphs&have&a&clear&central&
idea&that&is&presented&in&the&topic&
sentence. 

Style9&9
Mechanics 

Writing&voice&is&engaging&and&
consistently&appropriate&for&the&
intended&audience. The&word&choice&is&
specific&to&the&chosen&topic. Sentence&
structures&are&varied&and&complex. The&
essay&contains&no&errors&in&spelling&or&
punctuation. 

Writing&voice&is&engaging&and&usually&
appropriate&for&the&intended&
audience. The&word&choice&is&
somewhat&specific&to&the&chosen&
topic. Sentence&structures&are&often&
varied&and&sometimes&complex. The&
essay&contains&minimal&spelling&and&
punctuation&errors. 

Writing&voice&is&not&engaging&or&is&not&
appropriate&for&the&intended&
audience. The&word&choice&is&not&
specific&to&the&chosen&topic. 
Sentence&structures&are&not&varied&or&
complex. The&essay&contains&multiple&
spelling&or&punctuation&errors. 

Process9
Checklist 

The&writer: Brainstormed&to&discover&multiple&topics&and&selected&one&suited&to&
the&writing&task. Researched&to&explore&and&refine&his/her&topic&choice. Drafted&
to&organize&and&analyze&information. Revised&his/her&draft&to&achieve&greater&
coherency&and&clarity. Edited&for&clarity&and&an&errorRfree&essay. 

 

9
______________________________________________________________________________9
Teacher9Comment:9
For&this&assignment,&students&wrote&and&designed&“insert&chapters”&for&the&
informational&book,&Freedom&Walkers.&&Students&chose&topics&from&the&book&they&felt&
needed&more&explanation&or&they&wanted&to&know&more&about.&&In&addition&to&using&the&



Unit:&Informational&Writing&
Grade:&7&
Assessment&Task:&Informational&Writing&Summative&Assessment&
Title:&Prologue:&Jim&Crow&Laws&
_________________________________________________________________________________&
 

8"

summary&skills&we&had&been&working&on&throughout&the&informational&reading&unit,&
students&had&to&use&the&same&informational&text&features&as&were&used&in&Freedom&
Walkers.&&This&writer&chose&to&go&outside&of&the&mentor&text&and&use&additional&
informational&text&features,&including&QR&codes&to&take&readers&to&multimedia&content,&
though&readers&would&benefit&from&more&cohesion&between&sections.9


